General Steps in the U.S. Naturalization Process
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Step 1. Determine if you are already a U.S. citizen.

What to do: If you are not a U.S. citizen by birth, or you did not acquire or derive U.S.
citizenship from your parent(s) automatically after birth, go to the next step.

Step 2. Determine if you are eligible to become a U.S. citizen.

What to do: Review the naturalization eligibility worksheet (PDF, 301 KB) to help you
decide if you are eligible to apply for naturalization.

Step 3. Prepare your Form N-400, Application for Naturalization.

What to do: Download the form and read the instructions. Collect the necessary
documents to demonstrate your eligibility for naturalization. If you reside outside the
United States, get 2 passport-style photo taken. Use the document checklist (PDF, 178
KB) to make sure you collect all the required documents.

Step 4. Submit your Form N-400, Application for Naturalization.

Once you submit Form N-400, USCIS will send you a receipt notice. You can check
current processing times and the status of your application online or by calling the USCIS
Contact Center at 1-800-375-5283 or 1-800-767-1833 (hearing impaired).

Step 5. Go to the biometrics appointment, if applicable.

What to do: If you need to take biometrics, USCIS will send you an appointment notice
that includes your biometrics appointment date, time, and location. Arrive at the
designated location at the scheduled time. Have your biometrics taken.

Step 6. Complete the interview.

Once all the preliminary processes on your case are complete, USCIS will schedule an
interview with you to complete the naturalization process. You must report to the USCIS
office at the date and time on your appointment notice. Please bring the appointment
notice with you.

Step 7. Receive a decision from USCIS on your Form N-400, Application for
Naturalization.

USCIS will issue you a written notice of decision.

e Granted—USCIS may approve your Form N-400 if the evidence in your record
establishes that you are eligible for naturalization.


https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Resources/Citizenship%20&%20Naturalization%20Based%20Resources/A%20Guide%20to%20Naturalization/PDFs/M-480.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/node/41239
https://www.uscis.gov/node/41239
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Resources/Citizenship%20&%20Naturalization%20Based%20Resources/A%20Guide%20to%20Naturalization/PDFs/M-477.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Resources/Citizenship%20&%20Naturalization%20Based%20Resources/A%20Guide%20to%20Naturalization/PDFs/M-477.pdf
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e Continued—USCIS may continue your application if you need to provide
additional evidence/documentation, fail to provide USCIS the correct
documents, or fail the English and/or civics test the first time.

e Denied—USCIS will deny your Form N-400 if the evidence in your record
establishes you are not eligible for naturalization.

Step 8. Receive a notice to take the Oath of Allegiance.

What to expect: If USCIS approved your Form N-400 in step 7, you may be able to
participate in a naturalization ceremony on the same day as your interview. If a same
day naturalization ceremony is unavailable, USCIS will mail you a notification with the
date, time, and location of your scheduled ceremony.

Step 9. Take the Oath of Allegiance to the United States.

You are not a U.S. citizen until you take the Oath of Allegiance at a naturalization
ceremony.

What to do: Complete the questionnaire on Form N-445, Notice of Naturalization Oath
Ceremony. Report for your naturalization ceremony and check in with USCIS. A USCIS
officer will review your responses to Form N-445. Turn in your Permanent Resident Card
(Green Card). Take the Oath of Allegiance to become a U.S. citizen. Receive your
Certificate of Naturalization, review it, and notify USCIS of any errors you see on your
certificate before leaving the ceremony site.

Step 10. Understanding U.S. citizenship.

Citizenship is the common thread that connects all Americans. Check out this list of
some of the most important rights and responsibilities that all citizens—both Americans
by birth and by choice—should exercise, honor, and respect.

Source: USCIS.gov


https://www.uscis.gov/node/41101

Study for the US Citizenship Test

During your naturalization interview, a USCIS Officer will ask you questions about your application and
background. You will also take an English and civics test unless you qualify for an exemption or waiver.
The English test has three components: reading, writing, and speaking. The civics test covers important
U.S. history and government topics. See below to learn more about the test and the free study tools
available to help you prepare.

Speaking Test

Your ability to speak English will be determined by a USCIS Officer during your eligibility interview on
Form N-400, Application for Naturalization.

Reading Test

You must read aloud one out of three sentences correctly to demonstrate an ability to read in English.
The Reading Test Vocabulary List (PDF, 185 KB) will help you study for the English reading portion of the
naturalization test. The content focuses on civics and history topics.

Writing Test

You must write one out of three sentences correctly to demonstrate an ability to write in English. The
Writing Test Vocabulary List (PDF, 181 KB) will help you study for the English writing portion of the
naturalization test. The content focuses on civics and history topics.

Civics Test

There are 100 civics questions on the naturalization test (PDF, 295 KB). During your naturalization
interview, you will be asked up to 10 questions from the list of 100 questions. You must answer
correctly six (6) of the 10 questions to pass the civics test.

You have two opportunities to take the English and civics tests per application. If you fail any portion of
the test during your first interview, you will be retested on the portion of the test that you failed
between 60 and 90 days from the date of your initial interview.

Source: USCIS.gov


https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Office%20of%20Citizenship/Citizenship%20Resource%20Center%20Site/Publications/PDFs/reading_vocab.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Office%20of%20Citizenship/Citizenship%20Resource%20Center%20Site/Publications/PDFs/writing_vocab.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Office%20of%20Citizenship/Citizenship%20Resource%20Center%20Site/Publications/100q.pdf

